Caution the following text and comments by Maria Ekstrand are offensive in the 
extreme. You have been warned. 

NB: Noma T. Petroff is Hare Krsna dasi. Maria Ekstrand is Madhusudhani 
Radha dasi JPS 


.Original Message. 

From: Maria Ekstrand [mailto:mariaekstrand@earthlink.net] 

Sent: Monday, June 24, 2002 6:45 PM 

To : topical-discussions@yahoogroups.com; topical-discussions@yahoogroups.com 
Subject: Re: [TD] Bodo Baba 

At 02:10 PM 6/24/2002 -0400, NomaT. Petroff wrote: 


Not to throw any spanners into the works, but I thought 
this was a refrain that Srila Prabhupada specifically 
instructed devotees not to use. 


Does anyone know why? I'm just too hard headed to accept such a prohibition 
without hearing the logic behind it. I thought the names sounded wonderful 
together 

Although if we're talking about personal preferences, I have to admit that Lord 
Rama is on my s—t list for the way he treated Sita. I find it hard to chant his 
name, so I think of Balarama instead for "Rama". However hard I try, I just can't 
see anything "ideal" in banishing Sita simply because of gossip. He should have 
known better I think he was cruel and selfish. Not my ideal king at all. 

Guess I can expect those excommunication papers in the mail now - -good thing 
ISKCON is so disorganized.:-) 

Madhu 

To unsubscribe from this group, send an email to: 
topical-discussions-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com 


Your use of Yahoo! Groups is subject to the Yahoo! Terms of Service. 


.Original Message. 

From: Maria Ekstrand [mailto:mariaekstrand@earthlink.net] 

Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2002 3:23 AM 

To : topical-discussions@yahoogroups.com; topical-discussions@yahoogroups.com 
Subject: Re: [TD] Bodo Baba 







At 11:28 AM 6/25/02 -0400, Noma T. Petroff wrote: 


Madhusudani, now you're breaking my heart. 


I'm sorry. I really am. It's not that I don't believe he's God - but I really think he 
behaved like a shit. If there was some other explanation, I'd really like to know. 
But he's not talking - at least not in any way that I can hear. So I guess he doesn't 
really care what I think of his behaviors. 


It's even possible that things have been added to the 
account over time. 


I think so too. There are several versions floating around. Linda Hess (at Stanford 
U) wrote an article about the different versions not too long ago (right as the 
movie Fire was coming out). If you haven't read it, I'll see if I can find my copy 
and send it to you. It was really good. 


Also, I have a hard time accepting the idea that it was a 
"Maya" Sita who endured capture in Sri Lanka. 


I do too. That seems like an add-on to me by someone who couldn't handle the 
idea that she had actually been in contact with Ravana. Sita was very cool and her 
standing up to Ravana (and to Rama in at least one version) was inspiring and 
courageous. 


Think of the other things that Rama stands for: a leader 
who is humble enough to bow down to the will of someone 
else, a king who chose to have only one wife at time when 
kings normally had many wives, a man who went through all 
kinds of trouble to rescue his wife, a leader who will 
knock down bad government, a leader who deeply loves his 
people and whose people are satisfied by him. 


I don't think the man was all bad. Those are all good qualities (although I think 
the thing about caring for his people was taken to extremes when it came to 
listening to their gossiping about Sita) and better than just about any other leader 
I can think of. But I still think he behaved badly when it came to his treatment of 
Sita - after everything she'd gone through. That was disappointing, made it seem 
like he cared more about his own reputation. I wish he'd hurry up and let us know 



the real story. Or maybe it is that not even God is perfect when in a human form? 


There are things we might not understand. Why did Narada 
Muni say things that would cause Kamsa to kill so many 
babies? How could Krsna the invinsible be killed by a 
hunter's arrow? How could Rama deny Sita? 


Exactly. Those are all puzzles. Krsna's departure story isn't even cool. He came in 
with a bang and didn't even go out with a wimper. Very anti-climactic. 


Thus I cannot accept that He would actually unfairly reject 
His beloved Sita-devi. Maybe I am a fool. I leave that up 
to Rama to prove or disprove. 


Please let me know if he ever reveals the real story to you. You're such a sweet 
devotee that I'm sure he'll be knocking on your door way before he comes this 
way. 

Love, 

Madhu 

To unsubscribe from this group, send an email to: 
topical-discussions-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com 


Your use of Yahoo! Groups is subject to the Yahoo! Terms of Service. 



